Now that the sentence is no longer the edge of our world, we see more clearly than ever how totally responsive speech is to the situation that calls it forth and to the people involved in it. Bare content is shaped and packaged to meet many requirements at once. Some observations from Koine Greek, the vernacular Greek of the first century before Christ to the third century after, appear to bear this out.
Word order is used much less in Koine than it is in English to specify grammatical relations, because the case system of nouns carries that load. One of the functions which word order expresses seems to be that of identifying shifts in topic (Grimes 1975) . Noun phrases in the nominative case that precede the main verb of a clause regularly make that nominative the topic; that is, they signal the reader to take it as part of the referential core that is to be the common ground between him and the writer. 
